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Guitarist Lage Lund, saxophonist Will Vinson
and bassist Orlando le Fleming stepped into the
abandoned, unheated Brooklyn church where
they were to record, having never rehearsed
and barely even played together as a trio. But
the results of their debut album are impressive,
regardless of the circumstances surrounding its
production. Everything about this album, which
should contend for debut of the year honors,

isa

resounding success. The music swings effortless-

ly, every utterance is gorgeous and the recording
is intimate and beautiful.

The program contains a varied mix of stan-
dards, among which the trio interspersed three
freely improvised tracks. John Coltrane’s “Dear
Lord,” which features Vinson’s singing alto, is
a standout track, as is “From This Moment On,”
where Lund’s nimble double-time solo work
shines. Vinson turns in another fine performance
on “I Should Care”; he glides over Lund and le
Fleming, turning out lengthy phrase after lengthy
phrase in amanner similar to Lee Konitz. The trio
shows off its collective chops on Jerome Kern’s
“Yesterdays”; they mask the meter, rarely give
a downbeat and occasionally hint that the tune
might be in five. The solos segue seamlessly, and
theaccompaniment patterns and textures change,
keeping things fresh and dynamic.

Free improvisions demonstrate the trio’s abil-
ity to create compelling narrative arcs from
scratch. Lund begins “Churchgoing” with a
repeated pedal tone, with le Fleming and Vinson
filling in the gaps, creating a weaving effect. After
a quiet and sparse section, Vinson reintroduc-
es an earlier motive, and the trio concludes the
tune with a modified recapitulation of the open-
ing material. —Chris Robinson

OWL Trio: Morning Glory; All Across The City; | Should Care: Hal-
low; Dear Lord; Yesterdays; Churchgoing: Sweet And Lovely: From
This Moment On; Biues For Jimmy. Moonstone. (61:52)
Personnel: Lage Lund, guitar. Will Vinson, saxophone; Orlando
le Aleming, bass.

Ordering info: distribution13.com




